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Comparison of the Characteristics of Continental
and Oceanic Crusts

OCEANICCRUST (BASALT) ~ CONTINENTAL CRUST (GRANITE)

Density about 3.0 g/em? Density about 2.7 g/em?

Only about 5 km (3mithick — 20to 50 km (12 to 30 mi) thick
Geologically young Can be very old

Dark in color Light in color

Richiniron and magnesium ~ Rich in sodium, potassium, calcium, and aluminum
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"I've warned your dad about the female hormones in the water supply
-but he won't listen."
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