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The hammerhead shark
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Comparison of the Characteristics of Continental
and Oceanic Crusts

OCEANICCRUST (BASALT) ~ CONTINENTAL CRUST (GRANITE)

Density about 3.0 g/em? Density about 2.7 g/em?

Only about 5 km (3mithick — 20to 50 km (12 to 30 mi) thick
Geologically young Can be very old

Dark in color Light in color

Richiniron and magnesium ~ Rich in sodium, potassium, calcium, and aluminum
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Comparison of the fishes from different depth zones in the pelagic realm

Mesopelagic Mesopelagic Deep-sea
Epipelagic (vertical migrators) (non-migrators) Deep Pelagic bottom
Appearance
Size Wide size range, Small Small Relatively small, larger Relatively large
from tiny to huge than mesopelagic
Shape Streamlined Relatively elongated Relatively elongated No streamlining, Very elongated
and/or laterally and/or laterally often globular in
compressed compressed shape
Musculature Strong muscles, fast Moderately strong Weak, flabby muscles | Weak, flabby muscles Strong muscles
swimming muscles
Eye Large eyes Very large, sensitive Very large, sensitive Eyes small, sometimes Small eyes
characteristics eyes eyes, sometimes absent
tubular eyes
Coloration Typical counter- Black or black with Black or black with Black, occasionally red, Dark brown or black

shading: dark back
and white or silver
belly

silver sides and
belly; counter-
flumination

silver sides and
belly; counter-
fiumination

often lack coloration
at greatest depths

Bioluminescence

Bioluminescence
relatively
uncommeon

Bioluminescence
common, often
used for counter-
fllumination

Bioluminescence
common, often
used for counter-
illumination

Bioluminescence
common, often
used to attract

prey

Only a few groups
bioluminescent
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